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Looking
Through

the
ReSr¥ifw

Mirror

By Michael J. Jones
2009 AACA National President

What happened to the year 2009
A.D? The past twelve months have been
a total blur for my wife Marcy and me. As
many of you are aware, the beginning of
the year was a bit surreal as we did not
have the opportunity of any advanced
planning for the role we were to assume!
However, we managed to get through it
just fine and from all accounts came
through it all with flying colors! Our rear
view mirror and/or the mirror on a jet or
two saw us travel over 20,000 miles on
behalf of AACA. Through the year | was
on the road almost 80 days, which now
seems like a lot of time and points out
the amount of work our officers and di-
rectors give on behalf of you, our mem-
bers. Remember, these are not paid
positions and do require a great deal of
sacrifice. | am pleased to report that
twenty one other AACA members made
every meet in 2009 and achieved perfect
attendance records!

It would take more than the Rum-
mage Box to properly list all the events
and people who made this past year so
wonderful and productive as well. How-
ever, | would like to express some high-
lights of our journey in 2009.

Right after the Annual Meeting in
Philadelphia the year got off to a jump-
start in Lakeland, Florida where Paul

Dimbath and his Orange Blossom Region
staged a terrific Winter Meet. From sunny
Florida we headed to the Foothills of the
Sierra Mountains with a fantastic Gold
Country Divisional Tour in Sonora, Califor-
nia, hosted by Frank Kilpatrick and the
Mother Lode Region. Shortly thereafter the
trail led to Charlotte, North Carolina where
the Hornets Nest Region performed its
annual magic with the Charlotte Auto Fair
at the Loweds Motor
month saw us headed to the Pittsburgh of
the South for the Dixie Region Tour,
headed up by Ernie Gauld in Birmingham,
Alabama. The Lone Star State was next on
the agenda where t
Austinds put toget
and awe inspiring Founders Tour in the
Midland/Odessa area of the Permian Ba-
sin. Neither Rain, Nor Sleet, Nor Gloom of
Night deterred Don Barlup and the Gettys-
burg Region from finding enough dry
ground to pull off a well attended Eastern
Spring Meet in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania.
The rain followed us to Prior Lake, Minne-
sot a wher e Tom
Region hosted the Central Spring Meet
and the site of our National Spring Board
of Directors Meeting. Glenn Edwards
found the most unique venue at the Wil-
son County Fair Grounds to hold the Spe-
cial Southeastern Spring Meet in Lebanon,
Tennessee.

There came a short and welcome sum-
mer hiatus before we headed to Golden,
Colorado where Mel Bacon and the Rocky
Mountain Region were hosts to the 64th
Annual Revival of the AAA Glidden Tour
held August 23rd to 28th. That was a joint
tour with many members of the Veteran
Motor Car Club of America in attendance.
Within weeks of our visit to the Rockies we
were back on an airplane to attend the
dual meet in Topeka, Kansas where the
Annual Grand National and the Central
Fall Meet were so well planned by the

(Mirror -continued page 2)
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Topeka Regiond6s Herb Whit

Everyone knows what came next. With the days pass-
ing in a blur it was already time to pack up the trailer and
head for Hershey, Pennsylvania. Fall meet chairman, Rich
Amspacher, didnot
Regi on put on another
expectations with a few wind gusts to spare! Shortly after
putting away all of our flea market treasures it was time to
load up the Model A Roadster to attend the Vintage Tour
in Fuquay-Varina, North Carolina, a small agricultural town
near Raleigh, NC. Judy and Barker Edwards planned a
terrific tour in that picturesque part of the country for auto-
mobiles up to 1931. It was my pleasure to have Mayor
John Byrne ride with me one day after which we visited his
home where he and his wife, Patty, gave us a wonderful
taste of true southern hospitality. The year was drawing
to a close, but not before another trip to sunny California
where the Baltzards and t
the Western Fall Meet in LaQuinta- Palm Springs, Califor-

di sappoi
extr

| Schafer.

Sight-seeing through

hen tp%éAple‘ershey
at MWindshieldr yoness

By Terry Bond
2010 AACA President

When | get back in the office on Monday mornings, |
listen a while to the usual conversation 0 how tall the
grass grows, how crummy the weather was, what was on
TV or at the movies, etc. Eventually, someone will ask
what Susan and | did over the weekend. The responses

h ewill gehéralynopeh anbudhs I &fidzePnBnt. OWel, aBti z e d
weekend we went to Kansas City. In a couple of weeks,

nia. wedre going to California fo
In addition to all of the above travel | do want to par- went up to PA, and then off to Tennessee. We always

ticularly mention that the board was able to go on a week- ook forward to those great Florida get-aways in the mid-

end Oretreatd to have meanige&fhimdrto)and serious discussi on

regarding the c¢clubds future. Qur regul ar board meetin

are so tight on time that it is rare we get a chance to talk AACA meets and tours get us in the right place, and

about philosophical issues and true long range planning.  then we always try to include some additional sight-seeing

We were fortunate to find a great location, visit a very sup- wherever we go. Of course there is always an antique

portive member and get pro bono, the services of two na- shop or two involved, but o

tionally known facilitators! The work started at this meet-  some amazing sights. Tours themselves often open doors

ing may be paying dividends for decades to come. You that you would not i magine p

know the old saying. 0if ygheshvatd@r colléclbfsWhisthit Qigh®, o Rdh a T €

going, any road will get ygysalldifngrs RacADrovided'§ wehith &f SpPoftuni for t a Kk

the road to success!

Traditionally a Past President may want to talk about
the honor of being your President but | would like to con-
clude by telling you how humbling it was for both Marcy
and me. When you get to meet so many people who have
such incredible passion for AACA, and the hobby, you
quickly know you are not
alone in the
to see first hand how hard so
%5 | many of you work for the
benefit of others. We were
happy to represent you and
what you do! It was a won-
| derful year but the coming
- | year will be even greater with
| our gala celebration of our
| 75th Anniversary. We will be
| there and hope that you will
| be there as well!

s | their 1923 Oldsmobile

| Mike and Marcy Jones with
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you to enjoy life.

This past year, the meet in Florida gave us a chance to
tour a great aircraft museum.

Do you have any idea how many antique shops are
between Virginig and Tennessee? The meet in Topeka
ti%/é’stgttefit,‘Jandogave L\Methe Hfdce to see something
wedve | ong vdathetSteainbodt drabis ene
seum in downtown Kansas City. Check it out on the web-
youodl | be amazed! The
chance to spend a night on the Queen Mary in Long
Beach and take a Jeep ride up the canyons near La
Quinta. Candt beat a sunset
either.

trip

that, t ha
and done things we probably
morethancarsdi t 6s a way of | ife wi
in the world, enjoying the greatest hobby in the world.

Help celebrate our 75% anniversary this year by turn-

ltds safe to say

(Windshieldcontinued page 3)
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Using one
Favorite sayings,
0So Long,

BY EARL D. BEAUCHAMP, JR.
VP 8 National Headquarters,
2009

In February, 2010 | finished fifteen years of service to
AACA. My journey began in April, 1962 when | joined the
Club, full of excited interest in old cars of the 1930s and
1940s. | was but 23 years old at the time, and where |
grew up, in Arlington, Virginia, | had never seen more
than five or six cars older than 1932, so the world of
older antique cars was entirely new to me. | began to
learn about them, and enjoy them, as well as the ways of
AACA. | learned to enjoy and respect the cars built before
1932, but over the next 48 years | only came to own one,
a 1931 Hudson 8 that | did not finish restoring.

Over these 48 year s,
world, mail order parts world, Region leadership world,
Region founding world, National Meet and Tour world,
restoration world, club founding world, AACA leadership
world and old car editorial and authoring world. You

could say, o0l 6ve been
a great number of facets
you, itds been a great
ent husi ast, take this

have a lifetime experience that will light up your entire
life. Become a part of your Region or Chapter leadership,
help make this hobby last well on past your lifetime, if not
forever. You could move up the line as | was fortunate to
do, but at any level of membership, you can make a dif-
ference. You will be surprised at the satisfaction it will
bring you over your

lifetime.

When | first joined the AACA, back in 1962, | was as-
tounded to find that the cars | was most interested in,
built from 1936-1942 were not allowed, not considered
antique cars, or even recognized as interesting old cars.
These experiences | encountered from gentlemen my

OffatmyroDaded set my

Windshield-continued...

ing off the TV, putting down your copy of Hemmings, and
doing something special. Get out there and enjoy life &
and the AACA. There is so much to see and do, and so
many friends to enjoy being with. Join us on the AACA
road to the future in 2010.

l'/;\'
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psyche f
Rather than turn me off, it turned me on to becoming
involved and wquing for change.

BCD/yrS Ohese 48 years 1 d8ve sc¢
in our hobby and our <cl ub, a
of it. The 1936 cars finally came into AACA in 1968 and

the cars 25 years old came on board in 1974. | saw the

AACA Glidden Tours moved up from 1929 to 1932 to

1935 and only recently to 1942. | was not a leader in

any of these Glidden Tour changes, but | approved of

them.

Then, in 1994 | was approached to be a nominee to
AACA office. Il dve got to s
honor | was ever given in the hobby to that time, and |
was extraordinarily humble at being elected to begin ser-
vice on the AACA National Board in 1995. Being re-
elected five straight times certainly was a tremendous
honor, too. Eventually serving as National President in
2004 was a high honor | would never have imagined
inéletds say 1980. Al ong th
with a number of really talented and dedicated people |

| Gvehdeent palry oél ¢ hgrfvieae gnad ke

ride, and | hope members fee
orably and with good character during my time here.
Of my accomplishments while on the Board, | do not

view being President as the high water mark, but it is the

t her aacragedimedtdl MRir (190821058), whicht | idesigneag a r d
0 fand tsd1sBronglyl wdrke@ € rachieve Bppri¥val for, thax d | O |

ri dview asany Greatedt ackomplishmedt irS thd bid cara Yy O

f r 0 NMhobiy.€ Secondl rhy otheR o8t kaYisB/iflg expeficthce i¥ O U O |

having served on the selection committee that selected
Steve Moskowitz as our current Executive Director. Fi-
nally, enjoying knowing so many members of AACA can
never be topped.

So, as | |l eave office, I
mesmerized by those 1936-1 942 car s. I
thusiastic AACA member, who remains excited by the old
car hobby you and | enj oy.
me around, at a lot of events yet to come, as long as our
health holds out.

I'n cl osi
Memori eso.

(@)} (@]
33

Bob

ng, as

Hope wus:

1935 2010
Antique Automobile
Club of America
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Your Role in the
Future of the AACA

By Brenda Shore Kaiser
AACA VP Judges
Adminstration

ltds now 2010 and
sary this year. There will be a special meet to recognize
this event as well as activities and memorabilia to com-
memorate this phenomenal achievement. Since the be-
ginning in 1935 when 14 gentlemen, and one woman,
met to share the common love of antique cars we have
grown to be an internationally recognized organization
with over 60,000 members representing 50 countries.
There is nothing that says that bigger is better, but our
growth has been remarkable and would certainly surprise
our original founders.

Better yet, volunteer to help with some part of the club ~
locally or nationally. Come to a Membership Roundtable
or make a suggestion to a Board Member of something
we can do to improve or do differently to get new mem-
bers.

| need you and the future of AACA needs you. Just like
our founders when they started the club we also want to
believe that the AACA will be around to celebrate its 100t
anniversary and mor e. Thi
the Vice President of Membership. It is your job too! Hope
to see you soon at a Membership Roundtable, a meet, a
tour or in Kentucky this year for our Diamond Jubilee! Go

vihreanniver- | | get & rew reemivemahdeget re@adiyrfor olirJuture.

Me and my Autoette

By Randy Stone
AACA VP Finance and Budget

If you could do it all again would you join the AACA?
What makes you continue to participate with local and

) ) During the 2008 fall Auto Fair
national events? What would it take to share your €

thoughts with a potential member?

This past year | have served as your Vice President of
Membership. This position is responsible for facilitating
the Membership Roundtables that are held at each meet,
working with you the member to identify ways to increase
our membership and coordinate the staffing of the Mem-
bership Booths at Hershey. All of this is important and a
lot of fun but it is not my job alone; attracting and retain-
ing members is the responsibility of all of us. There is no
one person that can build our membership or who alone
represents the organization; it takes all of us working to-
gether to get ready for the next 75 years of the AACA.

Every time you welcome a person to your local meet-
ing, say hello to someone at a car show or talk about your
favorite car, you are representing the AACA. Do you real-
ize how important you are to our future? You have direct
access to people who might like to join our club. You can
let someone know what we do, how much fun belonging
to the AACA can be, and how he or she can join. Show
someone our phenomenal magazine. Invite a guest to go
to a meeting with you and introduce them to your friends.

Remember that the more you know about the club the
better you can be at generating enthusiasm and getting
new members. Attend our meets, visit the Library and the
Museum (at least online) and participate on our tours.

=

. _.:q/
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at Charlotte Speedway | was walking in the vendor area
and saw what | thought was an old bumper car like we
used to see at Myrtle Beach when | was a kid. The Hor-
nets Nest Region always does a good job of having inter-
esting things to see at their events and this was no excep-
tion. When | walked up with my group of friends we were
greeted with something none of us had ever seen. Sitting
on this small trailer was a 1953 Autoette CruiseAbout! We
were all pretty taken with the engineering of this small
electric car but none of us had any idea of where it came
from and who built it.

That night | hopped on the internet (where were we
before the internet?) and
was O0Do you mean
answering yes the following story emerged:

The Autoette was first manufactured in early 1948 in
Long Beach, California by Royce Seevers. Mr. Seevers
was the leader of a group of enterprising Vets that turned
the purchase of Army surplus material into a thriving elec-
tric automobile business. The company was then sold to
Blood Sales Co for a short time before being resold to
Wayne Manufacturing Co; a street sweeping company
who moved to Pomona, California. The Autoette was then
sold back to the Seevers' family, lock stock and barrel in
1958. From then until 1970, they controlled manufactur-
ing, distribution and sales of Autoette vehicles.

(AutoetteContinued page 5)

Page4

Autoette



4"‘"%‘ 4"‘"%‘ 4"‘"%% 4"‘"%%

RUMMAGE BOX

SRS CHET SRS SRS

Autoettec ont i nuedé

The Autoette vehicles were electric cars that came in a
number of forms that range from pickup trucks (that
could carry up to 1/4 of a ton), cars, and golf mobiles.
Ranging from 2 - 4 seats, the Autoette had tiller steering
and was powered by an electric motor which drew its

and new paint she came together rather quickly. Wayne
Jarrett did the pin-striping based on the pictures we took
before starting the restoration. We also had lots of infor-
mation that the folks at the AACA Library got for me.
Those guys were great; they found the original sales docu-

power from | arge 6 volt b antentsefront 953 socl conlcheeen Ibok ap thédriginal e r | e
Production ceased in the 1%ureddndaptions.|wasreally pleased with the cool price
|l i stéour l'ittle <car sol d for
We | | who knewééél was notmommdy iimttrheg usedds bfuosr aabsloi-tt
lutely hooked! The next day | was ready to make a deal,
my friend Bill Cox was pulling my sleeve the whole time In March we were pretty much finished and all we
trying to talk me out of it, but | was determined. The needed to do was to take our first test drive. My first trip
whole gang was there and rooted me on, so after some down the driveway had me sliding to a stop just before
negotiation the deal was completed and the owner deliv- entering the pond at full s
ered my new prize the next day. Not only did he have a close, but after some adjustments to the brakes and
title but the original 0 W n seteesnd we mexerraady torida.s we | | My wi f e
horrified when she saw the little car for the first time but
after a little while she agmittaod that jt was Ocutebob.
- ‘ Randy and the Autoette
= Autoette in Charlotte
Delivery Day
| started that day to dissemble My wife Sylvia and | have had
| and try to figure out what needed ey @ lot of fun with the little car
| to be done to get the little car in N over the last year. Last spring
‘| shape. Pretty much everything ™ \vc¢ received a First Junior at
| was there and just needed to be the 2009 AACA National Meet
reconditioned. The original wood in Charlotte. Maybe this year
floors were perfect and after just a little sanding and paint we can bring home a Senior
they were like new! The only replacement parts needed award. While that would be
were new batteries, wiring, tires, upholstery and wind- cool, the real reason for building the Autoette was to have
shield. The motor (Sherman Tank Turret Motor) was fro- fun with it. | drive it around the property all the time and
zen solid, but my friend Jim at Battleground Starter in itds really a neat little ve

Julian, NC quickly got it back into shape. The brakes were
completely shot, but the guys at Fleet Pride (A semi-truck
repair facility in Greensboro) took it as a challenge and
made the little brake shoes and repaired the aluminum
cores. They even turned the little drum for me on a mas-
sive brake machine. These guys loved the challenge and
were great to work with. The lock on the parking brake
was a little more difficult but an old time locksmith told
me it was a gumball machine lock and fixed it right up. He
said he hadndét worked on
In working on the horn we found that it came from a 1944
Harley Davidson. | bet the Autoette manufacturing team
had a blast finding all the
parts to make these fasci-
nating little cars.

Autoette
Engine Compartment

After minimal body repair

B
\.-Y

the Charlotte Auto Fair this year?

SPOTLIGHT ON YOUR REGION

The following three pages of this issue has region/
chapter submissions for your use in your newsletters.

The Publications Committee has one of the more im-
portant duties in the AACA, scoring newsletters and pro-
hétingogbod hewsléttér productidns Thé Comrhiflee Yee a 1
views newsletters from each participating Region/
Chapter of the AACA and sees the best of the best. This
issue of the Rummage Box will continue to highlight
some more articles from other regions for your region/
chapterdés use. The Committ ece
sharing of Region/Chapter newsletters. Some of these
articles will be a little on the long side until we get the
word out. As editors you can edit these articles as you
see fit. Please remember to credit the articles to the
region/chapter that originally published this material.

Page5
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Antique Cars: A Hobby For The Whole Family
By Gary Wilmer & Vicky Wilmer
Originally Published i
The Chesapeake Bulletin, Editor-Ted Schneider

n

My interest in cars was probably inherited from my
grandfather, who sold Lexington cars in the Baltimore
area, and from my father who rarely kept a car long
enough for me to ride in it before he sold it and bought
another. | remember as a young boy going to local dealers
to look at the new and used cars and just hang around,
which | could do since my father knew the owners person-
ally. | should have collected sales literature and promo-
tional model s, but I di d
stuff would bring today.

As | approached driving age, | dreamed of having a
new high-performance car such as a 1967 Chevelle 396,
or a GTO. However, since my father was involved with and
knew a lot about good used cars, | always had a nice used
car for daily use, and | grew to like even older cars and
trucks.

In 1971 or 1972, | purchased my first antique car. It
was a 1940 Ford 2-door standard sedan that my uncle
had stored in his sonos
was solid, half in primer, and was all there. | towed it
home, did all the necessary things to get the engine to
turn over, and sure enough, it fired up and ran. Boy, was
that exciting & just to know that | had done it all myself! |
was barely 20 years old and had never worked on a flat-
head engine. | was hooked, so | started attending local
car shows with the intent
peake Region flea market some 32 years ago, | joined the
club. Gradually, | developed an illness that | still suffer
from today. | wanted another antique car, and then
another; but without selling any of what | already owned.
| was still living at home, without the benefit of any-
place to store a car other than on a Baltimore city street.
| subsequently bought a 1953 Ford pickup and a
1940 Ford coupe street rod. Everything was garaged
at friends and relatives homes.

The first antique car you own leaves an impression on
you, and t hwhy Bsert ofpgradtdteal ol olg
Fords. In 1977, while reading the Sunday Baltimore Sun
classified ads; | spotted a 1937 Ford for sale. | reached an
agreement with the owner, late club member Jack
Schaller, and drove it home. With no place to store the
637 some of my coll ectio
and the street rod were sold. The 1937 Ford is a club
coupe (with a back seat), model 78-720, of which only
16, 992 were built compared to the single seat business
coupe, which had 117,130 produced. It was the first year
that Ford had an all-steel roof. Headlights were molded
into the fenders, in contrast to the earlier headlight

stands bolted onto the fenders. This change gave the

t 1087 FErtse snarpserenknlmed Pekg The S6HB flathead

no

b a

n

V-8 engine powers the car and it cruises effortlessly at 60
MPH, making it a very practical antique car for shows and
tours. It still has the original mechanical brakes, which
stop the car with relati
Tan with Chinese Red pinstripes and wheels. This combi-
nation was a spring color option. The factory price of this
model was $720. Fast forward to 2009, and my antique
car illness has become worse. The countis 9 cars
and who knows where it will end? | retired in 2008 after
25 years with the Post Office. Now | work on old cars
(some new) at home.

vV e

reali ze at the time what
Tf«m Vickyds Two
G Worth

| was introduced to
Gary by friends in the
= club (Dick and Pam
Alexander, and Dick
and Betty Fisher). From
that time on, | figured
antique cars would be a
. : phrt & imd 1ifd Odary
would come to pick me up for a date in his 1953 Ford
pickup, or sometimes we would go on a Sunday cruise in
his 1962 Corvette. Before we married, we went on many
car tours, cruise-ins, and shows. The people | met were
always friendly and welcoming. We went to interesting
places and, of course, we alwa found reat places to
Qdt. wheh éa‘ry%éi(ed e to Fn 8 1 KA Lxactly whdk
cars | wanted for the wedding. Gary let my dad borrow his
1953 Ford pickup to take me to the wedding, and we left
the church in his beautiful 1937 Ford club coupe. Some
of our car friends came to the wedding in their antique
cars, which made it special for us both. As newlyweds, we
continued to attend car shows most weekends in the
spring, summer and fall. | would usually walk around and
look at the cars and the flea market for a while, and then |
would head back to sit at
papers. Everyone knew that was where they could find
me and often some of the wives would come and sit and
talk with me while | graded papers. On the way home, we
were sure to stop at some great place for dinner. We also
went on many great tours that took us to incredible
places; museums, historic places, Amish communities, a

cBalanQne t|oe‘17‘son& Qutomofive Coll"ectﬁo‘?'\s Jt%t‘ltcpnan*?ee dan
hobby

a few. By now the car
mine. Together we would work on the cars and get them
ready for shows. We also started inviting my parents to
travel with us in the antique cars. Soon we were expect-
ing the boys. Although we were excited, | know Gary won-
dered how this was going to affect his car hobby. Gary

(Hobby-Continued page 7)
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They Say We are In A Recession!
By Charlie Maher
Slidell Antique Car Club
Louisiana Region AACA Chapter

The topic of conversation with many people always
seems to be the same. At some point during the conver-
sation, we start talking about how much money was lost
in the Stock Market, 401-K, and retirement accounts,
home values plummeting, banks, mortgage and savings
institutions failing, the problems with the big three auto
makers, and the list goes on. In the middle of all of this,
there is one question that needs to be answered to the
hobbyist and owners of antique automobiles, and that is,
OWhat effect is the
automobile hobby, and what can one do until there is a
positive turnaround?é6

The value of old cars has not even remotely seen the
same decrease in value as newer cars. It appears that
price of antique cars is still very much controlled by de-
mand, and the condition of the vehicle; not by any other
financial indicators. Check the prices of antique cars for
sale in the magazines of national clubs such as Antique
Automobile Club of America, Early Ford V8, Mustang Club
of America, Classic Thunderbird Club of America, and
other magazines such as Hemmings Motor News, Old Car
Trader, and others. In none of these magazines will you

Hobbycont i nuedé

and | both knew the importance or our family enjoying
things together. Andrew and Todd attended their first
car show when they were one month old, and they have
been going ever since. The Chesapeake Region has initi-
ated a lot of new and different events that just happen to
have old cars involved. Going to a car show and just sitting
in a parking lot probably would not be very exciting as a
family event. However, shows such as the Flowermart,
Ladew Gardens, the Fire Museum, Annual Banquet, Crab
Feast, etc. are all very interesting and also fun for the en-
tire family. I like to go as a family and enjoy helping at club
events, and interacting with all the members. As the boys
have gotten ol der, somet.i
one or both of them will go with Gary. This gives them a
special day with Dad. We continue to invite my parents to
travel with us and we have gone on several great trips:
Georgiafds mountains, New
born, Michigan. Each year brings new adventures. | grew
up in a close-knit family environment, and my dad had a
long automotive career. It seems almost destiny that our
boys will be involved in the antique car hobby. The boys are
now at the age that we can do maintenance and restora-
tion projects as a family:

Vicky, Gary, Andrew, & Todd.

_ ;\.

t/ -

see any Federal Stimulus awards, overstocked discounts,
going out of business sales, lost franchise sales, free trip
to Florida with the purchase of a car, or any other types of
promotional discounts being offered. Thus, it readily be-
comes abundantly clear that your antique car is holding
its value, and if anything is increasing its value.
What ever you do donot
club to which you belong. Stay active and busy with your
car club, and keep the old girl clean and shining, taking it
to meetings, outings, cruise nights mini-tours and week-
end tours. To walk from the hobby now would be the
worst thing that you could do. In addition to the loss of
being with all of your friends, this is a hobby that you un-
derstand and love. You will never find another group of
friends like the old car family, which is constantly growing.

recess ijRtNooldafolnd Gou fo he Red Yabes B hateltdime

onboard in the past several years.

During these rough financial times, there are some
things you can do, most of which will only cost you mainly
time, but will surely help to enhance your club, the hobby,
and most of all the friendships you have developed over
the years during these times:

1. Cal l a club member
meetings or outings in awhile, and invite them to attend a
function or meeting.
you wi || get i n making
friendship. Plus watch as the other members of the club
generously welcome them back into the fold.

2. Clean out that awful mess in your garage! You have
been putting it off long enough. This project will surely
take your mind off of everything else that is going on
around you, and you will be really surprised in the things
that you will find, that you thought were long lost. But
remember that when you are done cleaning your garage,
throwing away the 0junko

you feel that your
the pieces on E-Bay.

3. Call a friend who has a project car underway and offer
your help. You will be surprised of how much your friend

qui

ant i

who

Youdd
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them will become even stronger.

4. Really clean and polish that beautiful antique car of

cause'it is very timie consuming, like detailing the grille, or
the cleaning the inside of the fender wells. You will feel
good when you have finished, and your baby will look
great and ready for the next outing.

5. Take your car t
t he

(0]
new friends youdl I
(RecessioiContinued page 8)
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Recessiorcontinued...

pl us youdl |l have that
car with other car enthusiasts. It will be a high probability
that some of the younger generation have never see a car

feeling mdkery dwer

acsl uyboBus deivsecnu s sa

I am not in any way remotely qualified to offer any solu-

|l i ke yours and wil/| be | o atoasdo the icurrdnt figauc@lsetonomio challendes facieg, ol
AM radio all that you hayve Augandthenation. Instead, what | do offer is what | con-

sider some simple suggestions (and | am sure there are a
6. Attend a tour/outing hosted by another club, whether lot more) that may help us insure that during these rough
it be local, regional, divisional or national. You will be financial times, our great antique automobile hobby stays
amazed at the lasting friendships that you will make, and ahead of the curve, and if anything, in some way keeps us
the great time that you will have. After all, remember that pulled together, growing and becoming stronger, until bet-
all of the families attending these outings have the same ter times return.
love and interest in the old car hobby as you do, and most charlesmaher@bellsouth.net
important of all, the club members hosting these events,
are doing so just so that you can have some fun, a
memorable time, and most importantly of all, being with ChrySIer Corner
you, their friends.

By Anthony Scarpelli

7. Write an article for your coithe TdéwatetRegion-AACA | et t er .
you start writing the article, youdll find out how eas)
put to paper all of those things you tell people about what 0The For war d57)bmalekChryslér b 8td-5
you did with. and to, your cars in the years past. Each of ing leader.
us has a tale to tell, and your clubds newsletter is t
fect venue to tell your story. You know the stories that In 1957, Chrysler cars styled under designer Virgil Ex-
you al ways tell peopl e t ha tnerrdtheragtdmbtiye inbdusty in styling fott tike first@r@ i d |
tell you about time that I--? 6 or better vy enlytimed Whoars serdt GMvstylssts Igack to the drawing
teenager |l et me tell you wlbeatd, sdrappthgtheir 1@69%tdésignely f at her s c ¢
8. Hel p plan a 0Show and Tgxredwas afwalknown riesigne beforg hidlarfrivalnap nt h

club meetings. This is where each member brings a piece
of their automotive memorabilia collection to the meeting
to show other members, and tells a little story about its
history. This sure makes for an interesting meeting, and
you will really be surprised as to what some of the mem-
bers will bring, and the enthusiasm it generates.

9. Volunteer to become an elected officer with your car
club. Once becoming a c
with yourself, and what you have to offer to your club, and
to the hobby. Even volunteering to head up the Tele-
phone Committee is welcomed.

10. Volunteer to be the Chairperson for a tour, or mini-
tour, or outing that your club is planning and sponsoring.
Even a one day Mini-Tour allows you to take your fellow
club members on a mini-tour on which they will have a fun
day with their antique cars. | can assure you that being a
Chairperson for a weekend tour will definitely take your
mind off of all the other things around you. You will also
be overcome and surprised with the amount of support
that you will get from your fellow club members in the
pl anning and making the

dondt feel that you <can

always volunteer to work with a tour chairperson in help-

_ ;\.

t/ -

Chrysler. He had designed for GM, his most notable
achievement being the 1937 and 38 Pontiac. He is cred-
ited with the first application of chrome strips, named
O0silver streaksdé on the hood
mar k through the mid 19500s.
mond Lowey. Lowey studios did industrial design con-
tracts all over the world.
do design work for Studebaker. Lowey assigned Exner to

I u$t uodfefbiackeerr yaonudd lhle breo viemp rf @ D9
New York City to South Bend
Exner was liked at Studebaker and was given some side
jobs. When Lowey found out about this, he fired Exner for
disloyalty. He was immediately hired by Studebaker engi-
neering Vice President Roy (
1947 Studebaker was selected over the Lowey studio
design. This caused much political in house fighting. In
1949, Cole was retiring; he told Exner that his days at
Studebaker were probably numbered after he left. Cole
then helped Exner look for employment. It looked like Ex-
ner would head the Ford studio. When this did not hap-

pen Exner was <crushed. Col e
Chrysler.o
clubds tour a success. | f y O
b e Carysldravastrun Byhhard rogece presidemt KT Kgllery ¢ a

the successor to Walter Chrysler. Like Chrysler, he was

7
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Chrysler Cornercontinued...

from an engineering background. Keller felt that a well
engineered automobile, that could be driven while wear-
ing a hat, would always sell, and that customers who
bought cars because of styling gimmicks would ultimately
come back to a sensible car. Keller firmly believed this,
and record sales in the years after WWII , due to pent up
demand, initially mislead him into confirming his belief. It
is a little known fact that from 1937 to 1952 Chrysler was
the second largest producer of automobiles behind Gen-
eral Motors, outselling Ford with a typical market share of
25 percent.

By 1950, the buying spree after WWIl was coming to an
end. Even Keller began to see there was a problem.
Chrysler cars were thought of as well built but out of date.
They were taller and stubbier looking than the competition,
worse, they were not selling. About this time, Keller was
approached by Cole about Exner. After an arranged meet-
ing, Exner was hired to head advance styling concepts, the
purpose was to show that Chrysler could produce styled
cars like rivals GM and Ford. Exner believed that cars were
rolling art and that their forms should be beautiful and
functional. He was given free reign to design whatever he
wanted. His many concept cars all had what would become
Exner trademark elements; classical looking radiator type
grills, big cut outs around all four wheels, spare tire holders
molded in the rear body and wild head and tail lights.
Later, he added a design feature that would become the
symbol for 19508s automot

He thought that Italian design was most in line with his
philosophy. He traveled to Italy many times to look at
trends and hired Ghia studio to build his many concept
cars.

1954 Plymouth, part of the
1954 sales disaster

Chrysl erds S
to sag. In 1952 Ford passed
- Chrysler in sales and never
looked back. By 1954 Chrysler sales would be down to 13
percent of the market. Chryslers next redesign cycle, in
1955 was beginning to look like a make or break one for
the Company. Early in 1953 Keller showed the proposed
1955 designs to Exner and asked his opinion. Exner said
he did not believe they would sell. Keller made the deci-
sion to have Exner style the entire 1955 Chrysler Corp car
l'ine. It was only
due out. Exner completed the task on time.

The 1955 Chrysler i ne
million dollar |1 ooko
the restyle cost but soon

cause of the styling theme of the cars. The entire line sold

eighteen

D

wel | and stopped
the money spent in 1955, there were limited funds to re-
style the 56606s. Exner
tail lift adding rear fins to the entire Chrysler line. Chrysler
cars were beginning to look very trendy. 1956 was a down
year for the auto industry, but on a percentage basis,
Chrysler increased market share to 16 percent.

When Exner was handed the assignment of designing
the 1955086s, it was too |
the 1957 line would be a clean slate for Exner. He had a
free hand to design cars his way. The 1957 Chrysler line
would look like nothing the public had ever seen. The cars
were | ower, by as much as
front hoods were low and flat, the rooflines looked to be all
glass, the supporting pillars made thin as possible. All
Chryslers had large wheel cut outs. The side bodies had
very |little chrome. But
the huge tail fins. When management saw the designs
they knew the cars would be winners. It was hoped the
cars would take Chrysler to 20 percent of the car market.
Development was hurried and prototypes were hidden lest
someone, (GM), would see them and beat them to the mar-
ket.

Late in the summer of 1956, GM design director Bill
Mitchell had lunch and was driving back to his studio,
passing behind the Chrysler Mound Road plant. He caught

fenced area. When he got to back to the studio, he

rounded up some stylists and drove right back so they
could all view the cars. They were stunned. Immediately,
GM did a crash restyle program that resulted in an entire
new styling direction in 1959. The upcoming new 1958
Chevrolet and Pontiac were too late to change. Their bod-
ies were only used for one year. That is why they are re-
ferred

to as oOoorphan carsbéd

1957PI ymout h
For ward

The 1957 Chrysler line
debuted in the fall of 1956
to great critical acclaim.

The were a great

car s
share to 19.5 percent of the car market. In 1954 Chrysler
cars were dowdy. In 1957 they were beautiful and lead the
i MOWs hsy uinR i i NnpE@eatliocrsEsandves
Chrysler President Tex Colbert, boldly predicted that Chrys-
ler would take 25 percent of the car market in 1958. Un-

w a fortunately, PP 7nvauld beya highavatar magk for Ohrgslerg 1 0 0

named Gisterengver aghireachigverothe marketsifare ohdOh e y
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Wa y ne 6 S Wa jfferent monthly issues. In the future, we request that

our region and chapter submissions to the Rummage
Box be shorter in length, either half page or certainly less
than one full page. | also forgot to mention that Chuck
Crane would like to see more tech article submissions
that can be shared with other editors.

Editor-Wayne Burgess

Hello folks! This issue is considered the
Winter edition of the Rummage Box, but W ~ :
~ : . : . n Ti f h W
I &m hoping winter is behind us nova\}.y Eolsot gf OyOL} tgerave
the weather to attend the Annual Meeting in Philadelphia Do vou save vour nublication work as vou go. along?
this year and | dm sure all chfuyysoeueye(g?léow A tyqzrégqit? g'e%hear
Careyds Publications Seminapru,terpcgdehraavteedtgeé/l hwick fage.,
our new 2010 VP of Publications. Chuck went over some good old boy, NASCAR term!) when you least expect it.
new ideas concerning your newsletter. He told us that Yep y, oudv e .b een doing your

National is possibly working on having a Rummage Box woa?s to use while writing that special artiatle that youéust -
o

oBlasto similar to the _Spet ttoPyésterda§.6fcoWrgeycﬁjha@edktee?)!és ingWi
able to have access to the Rummage Box. There are still a the wife OHow do you spell

lot of newsletter editors that do not use the valuable infor- thing you know an hour has gone by and a pc glitch (I call

mation in the Rummage Box, like informatipn from_ Her- it computer gremlins.) deletes all you have worked on for
shey Headquarters that can help your region, or ideas

- the |l ast. two hours. 0Whereds

that can help your clubds mgHRer cahbd WonddrflidrieE but ey ba¥ aidh ™ 1 Vv €
L ) ) i make oneds hair turn white. ‘
This issue again has articles from AACA regions and
chapters that you can use in your newsletter. Some of
these articles are long, which means that you may have to
either edit them or make a two part story between two

A word to the wise, back up your work often, even
more often, to protect your sanity.



